
Welcome

Being a part of the Sixth Form at KGS is both challenging 
and stimulating. We create an environment in which our 
students achieve superb public examination results, whilst 
also developing their personal and leadership skills. The 
study of A Levels and Pre-Us is complemented by academic 
enrichment courses, community service and a wide range 
of co-curricular activities. We believe that the integrated 
and versatile package on offer at KGS forms an excellent 
springboard to success after our students leave the School.

Each year, most of our Fifth Year students make the 
transition into the Sixth Form at KGS. We also offer 
approximately 20 places each year to external entrants of 
a very high calibre. They will be enthusiastic and highly motivated students who are 
quickly integrated into Sixth Form life and who will thrive in our welcoming and friendly 
atmosphere. We believe that the co-educational environment, particularly in the last two 
years of school, is the best preparation for university and later life. The boy-girl ratio in 
the Sixth Form is currently 53:47. We hope that all students at KGS will look back on their 
time in the Sixth Form with pleasure, and see it as a vital part of their education where 
they developed the skills and personal qualities to be resilient, articulate and independent 
individuals, capable of meeting the challenges of the 21st century.

Pastoral Care

Pastoral care is at the heart of our 
Sixth Form provision. The Director of 
Sixth Form and Heads of Lower and 
Upper Sixth are committed to ensuring 
that our students are supported in 
their academic, social and emotional 
development throughout these 
formative years. All students have a 
dedicated tutor for their two years in 
the Sixth Form and are placed in small 
tutor groups. They also have fortnightly 

lectures given by visiting speakers on a range of contemporary and relevant topics such 
as animal research, restorative justice, mental health, online safety, student finance, body 
image, organ donation, drugs and sexual health. The students enjoy their own café and 
study room; they also run a committee which reports to the Sixth Form team and is 
involved in all matters concerning Sixth Form wellbeing. The students are further supported 
by the School’s nurse and counsellor.

Careers & Universities Guidance
 
We have a dedicated Director and Deputy Director of Careers 
& Universities, both of whom help students with their university 
and careers choices. They are available for individual meetings 
with students and parents who wish to discuss their options, 
or are in need of specific guidance. Lower Sixth students are 
invited to attend our annual Higher Education Evening and are 
offered ongoing support and university advice through the tutor 
programme and our online university guidance platform ‘Unifrog’. 
‘Career skills’ sessions are included in the timetable for the Sixth 
Form and students are supported in finding work experience 
placements. The School’s annual Careers Evening for students 
and parents creates a panel of parents, Old Kingstonians and other 
professionals giving expert advice and information on around forty 
different careers. We also hold regular dinners and networking 
events for students on such specialisms as Law, Finance, Medicine 
and Media throughout the year.  

Community Service

In the Sixth Form, we have a vibrant and diverse Community Service Programme in 
which everyone is encouraged to participate. Our students are keen to contribute 
to the wider community and their involvement allows them to develop their sense 
of responsibility and care for others. Community service at KGS has blossomed over 
the last five years and a large number of students are now involved in more than a 
dozen different organisations and local projects including 
Mencap, Inspire, Yadapa, Primary Schools Reading 
Project, Joel Community Project, Elmbridge Community 
Link, Wingham Court Care Home and Bedelsford School. 
Volunteering helps students to develop awareness and 
understanding of issues within society that frequently go 
unnoticed. 

UNIVERSITY DESTINATIONS & DEGREE COURSES

Degree Subjects 2017

AN ALL-ROUND EDUCATION

79% WENT TO RUSSELL GROUP UNIVERSITIES

Top University Destinations 2017

73% ACHIEVED THEIR FIRST CHOICE

SIXTH FORM LIFE

Miss BA McDonald, Director of Sixth Form

A Level Results* 
2017

Subject Total % A*-A %A*-B

Art 9 67 100

Biology 32 38 75

Chemistry 25 40 56

Classical Civ 8 50 100

Classical Greek 1 100 100

Classics: Latin 8 50 63

D&T 5 60 100

Drama & Theatre 8 75 100

Economics Pre-U 24 63 71

English Literature 33 42 76

French 11 36 81

Geography 24 46 88

German 3 67 100

Govt & Politics 15 67 80

History 32 59 97

Maths (MEI) 53 64 81

Further Maths 8 63 88

Music 3 33 67

Physics 16 63 81

Psychology 37 32 78

Philosophy & 
Theology Pre-U

11 64 100

Spanish 7 71 100

*Results accurate at time of going to print
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Kate Jarvis

A Level subjects:  Biology, Chemistry, Maths, AS Further Maths
University choices: Oxford, Exeter, Hull York Medical School, Southampton

I first seriously considered Medicine as a career following a talk from an anaesthetist held when I was in Fourth Year, and the support KGS has offered me since I made that decision has been invaluable. As somebody with no medics in my family, the lectures, individual careers advice sessions and subject extension classes which are all part of the Sixth Form programme have been of the utmost use to me in exploring my options; through the Careers Department I was also able to spend one of the most interesting weeks of my student life shadowing a cardiology consultant at Epsom General Hospital. In Lower Sixth, I chose to study Philosophy and Theology principally because of my interest in Medical Ethics, and the course – with the support of the fantastic RP department at KGS – allowed me to develop my knowledge of not only this topic, but also of animal rights, ancient philosophy and modern world religion.

A sixth form that offers academic 
success and so much more...

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT

Co-Curricular Activities

KGS is deservedly proud of its reputation for sporting prowess, particularly in the 
fields of hockey and rowing, but there is a long list of diverse sports including football, 
netball, cricket, tennis, badminton, running, cycling, sailing, shooting, golf, Pilates, 
conditioning and aerobics from which all students choose their Games option on a 
Wednesday afternoon.

KGS is very fortunate to have the facilities of the QEII Performing Arts Theatre, and 
House Drama, House Dance and the Senior Play are very popular co-curricular 
activities. In Music, there is a wide variety of performing groups which are regularly 
adjusted to suit the needs of those wishing to take part.  There are normally 
three or four major concerts throughout the year, as well as a large number of of 
other opportunities to perform, including lunchtime concerts, the annual House 
Music competition and regular music tours overseas.

The Combined Cadet Force (CCF) takes place on Friday afternoons, and is well-
supported by Sixth Formers who are usually given responsibility within one of the 
two contingents (Army and RAF). Many students take part in the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award Scheme, at all levels, and each year three or four students achieve their Gold 
Award before they leave KGS, which is no mean feat. Every two years there is a World 
Challenge expedition, and there is always keen competition for places – recent 
destinations have been Ladakh in India, Ecuador, Tanzania and Peru. 

The Young Enterprise Company Programme offers Lower Sixth Form students the incredible opportunity to start their own company 
from scratch. Teams from schools around the country compete to create the most innovative and profitable start-up. Each team 
must raise capital, elect managers, decide on a product or service which they would like to market, and then advertise and sell 
their innovation to friends, family and members of the general public. In addition to incorporating feedback from external business 
advisers, teams will pitch their product to local judges at a number of dedicated markets in Richmond and Kingston Boroughs, before 
presenting their final results and plans for a sustainable and profit-making future to an area board of judges. This demanding process 
will give students the chance to grow in a number of areas: confidence; business-based problem solving; financial management; 
marketing; logistics; organisation and presentational skills are all developed through real-life situations.

We are very keen for our students to push themselves beyond the 
curriculum in their chosen subjects so, in addition to their A Level and Pre-U 
studies, Lower Sixth students also undertake academic enrichment courses 
intended to develop their research and thinking skills, and broaden their 
intellectual horizons. This year the courses on offer are the Extended Project 
Qualification Level 3, AS Critical Thinking, Open University online courses, 
Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs), Italian GCSE, Thermodynamics 
and an NVQ Level 3 in Leadership & Management. Our students therefore 
have the opportunity to pursue a topic of personal interest, which can be 
directly relevant to their chosen university degree subject. Not only do these 
courses develop the independent research skills required at university level, 
they are also mentioned in their UCAS personal statements and university 
references. 

Fiona Kennedy

A Level subjects: English, History, Latin
University choices: Oxford, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Durham, Aberdeen

During my time at KGS I’ve been hugely 
fortunate to have had highly supportive, 
committed teachers, particularly in those 
subjects which I chose for A Level. Their 
knowledge and willingness to give up time has been invaluable when choosing a university course and negotiating the complexities of UCAS – their enthusiasm has led me towards wanting to combine two of my subjects, English Literature and History, as a degree. My third subject, Latin, provides a direct link between History and English in terms of analysing Latin texts as historical documents and thinking about the construction of the English language and the way we choose the language we use every day. I have also been able to complement my academic studies with music and sport, the latter of which plays a huge role in my life and in which I have been heavily involved since I arrived at KGS.

Vivek Haria

A Level subjects: Music, Spanish, Maths

University choices: Cambridge, King’s College 

London, Durham, Manchester, Royal Holloway

I can’t imagine life without music. At KGS, my 

skill and general musicianship both inside 

and outside the classroom have improved 

significantly with the encouragement I have 

received from the Music Department and from all the co-

curricular activities that take place. My other subjects, Maths 

and Spanish, both complement Music extremely well. My love 

for Maths helps me to think through compositions logically 

and form a clear structure to my music. Learning a language 

has not only given me versatility, but it has also allowed me to 

investigate an entirely different culture and research my own 

personal interests, one of which is flamenco music. This will be 

invaluable in fulfilling my aspiration to become a composer. All 

my teachers, the extension classes and lectures both in school 

and at other institutions have broadened my knowledge of the 

subjects, preparing me for the challenges of university.

Oni Fernando

A Level subjects: Biology, Chemistry, Spanish

University choices: Bristol, Edinburgh, 

Manchester, Southampton

Although I only joined KGS last year, I 

feel like I have always been here. Having 

been brought up speaking both Gujarati 

and English, I have always been drawn 

to learning other languages. Although 

starting ab initio Italian this year was a challenge, it was made 

possible by the strong support of my teachers. Combining 

my interests of languages and the scientific study of Biology 

and Chemistry has enabled me to develop a broad range 

of knowledge, leaving all options open to me. The one-on-

one career advice, interview help and the variety of lectures 

have been key to helping me to make the difficult decision of 

what to study after leaving the Sixth Form. This year I had the 

opportunity to go on the Biology field trip, where I honed my 

scientific skills and was able to put my theoretical knowledge 

to practical use. Through the excellent support network and 

variety of trips and lectures, KGS has helped me to prepare for 

the demanding university application process.


