
Welcome

Students who join Kingston Grammar School in the Sixth Form have made a brave decision to 
leave their comfort zone and undertake a new and exciting challenge. They will come to us with 
a very good set of GCSE results and high expectations, and we commit to delivering a first-class 
education, incorporating further academic opportunities, sport and co-curricular activities and 
community service, so that they will go on to the next stage of their lives enriched by the KGS 
experience. We have always considered our new students to be an asset to the Sixth Form, so it is 
a high priority for us that they feel settled and integrated as quickly as possible to enable them to 
work well and be happy.

In addition to three core A Level or Pre-U subjects, all Sixth Form students study a fourth 
subject in the Lower Sixth along with an academic enrichment option such as the EPQ, Open 
University online courses, Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs), NVQ Level 3 in Leadership 
& Management, GCSE Italian for beginners or a bespoke introduction to Thermodynamics. 
We encourage all of our new students to become involved in our vast array of co-curricular activities and to volunteer in 
our Community Service Programme, not only to make new friends but also to develop their leadership and ‘soft’ skills, and 
enhance their individual personal qualities and social awareness.

We offer up to 40 places each year to external students, and we find that they are enthusiastic and highly motivated individuals 
who thrive in our welcoming and friendly atmosphere. We believe that the co-educational environment is the best preparation 
for both university and later life; the boy-girl ratio in the school is currently 53:47. We undertake to add value to the already 
impressive profiles of our new students so that they can leave as resilient, articulate and independent individuals who are ready 
to meet the challenges of the 21st century.

AN ALL-ROUND EDUCATION

Miss BA McDonald, Director of Sixth Form

CAREERS AND UNIVERSITY GUIDANCE 

Students new to KGS in the Sixth Form have a careers guidance interview with Mr Fitzgerald, the Director of Careers and 
Universities, within the first weeks of joining.  Throughout their time with us, a wide range of opportunities are on offer 
including ongoing one-to-one careers and higher education guidance, a ‘Decisions at 18’ evening for students and parents 
in February, as well as specialist careers seminars and dinners on a range of topics. Our onus is on students meeting and 
networking with KGS alumni.  In January there is a large Careers Fair with employers from more than 60 sectors.  Students have 
the opportunity to attend lunchtime talks by universities and gap year providers, as well as visits that can include Skills London, 
Imperial College and the annual Epsom Downs Oxbridge Conference. 

Making a new start in the Sixth Form at KGS will be a liberating and stimulating experience. We are confident that the excellent 
academic education and the wide range of co-curricular opportunities on offer will provide all of our new students with the 
inspiration and challenge they are seeking. 

We understand that choosing to move school after their GCSEs is not a decision which students will have taken lightly. 
Our dedicated Sixth Form team is here to guide them through this exciting yet challenging time, particularly in the first 
half-term.

Before term starts, there is a Lower Sixth Induction Day where students will spend the morning with their Form Tutor and 
tutor group, before acquainting themselves with the Sixth Form area and Hawkes Café. The day is designed to ease them 
in gently to KGS and will give them some individual time and space with their Form Tutor who will be their first port of call 
during their two years in the Sixth Form.

During the first week, each new student will be assigned a buddy from within their form group. This will be someone 
who has been at KGS for several years and they are invaluable in the first week when they are still trying to find their way 
around. Around this time, they will also meet their mentor. This is a Year 13 student who joined the School in Year 12 
so they will have a good idea of how they might be feeling.  They will act as an informal guide, person to speak to and 
general mentor as our new students require.

At the end of the first week we organise a get-together for the new Year 12 students. This provides them with the 
opportunity to catch up with the other new students, members of the Sixth Form Team, the Head Master and Deputy 
Heads in a more informal setting, with the added bonus of tea and cake!

During the first half-term, the Head of Year will meet each new student individually to hear how they are getting on and 
to answer any questions or address any concerns they may have.  This year, Miss Varley, Head of Year, is in charge of 
assisting all new Year 12 students and ensuring that their transition is as seamless as it possibly can be. To celebrate the 
end of their first term at KGS, we will have a “one term on” reunion with all the new students where experiences can be 
shared over yet more tea and cake.

TRANSITIONING INTO OUR SIXTH FORM



Lucy Choules

A Level subjects: Economics Pre-U, Government & Politics, Maths

University and degree choices: I want to read Economics and Politics at LSE, York or Leeds. 

Why did you choose KGS?
I wanted a change. Everyone at KGS was extremely friendly and I got the sense that I would be able to reach my full potential here. Also, the small class sizes in Sixth Form appealed to me. 

How has your first year been?
It has been very enjoyable. I don’t see myself as a new student any longer because everyone was very welcoming. Co-curricular activities have meant that I have really been integrated into the Sixth Form and have met lots of like-minded people. A Levels are tough but with the support from my teachers and fellow students I am certain I made the right choice in moving to KGS.

JOINING KGS IN THE SIXTH FORM

Hettie Cloud

A Level subjects: Spanish (AS), French, 
English, Philosophy & Theology Pre-U

University and degree choices:  Oxford, 
Edinburgh, Durham or Exeter to read 
English Literature.

Why did you choose KGS?
I chose KGS because of the warm environment and friendly staff and students, the School’s ethos - work well and be happy - and its emphasis on academic achievement but also on wellbeing.

How has your first year been?
My first year has been amazing, I have settled in so much quicker than I ever imagined and both students and teachers have been so welcoming. The systems in place to integrate new students made me feel supported and at ease, and the co-curricular activities available have allowed me to involve myself in the KGS community. I have enjoyed being able to study the subjects I love in greater depth. The caring and nurturing environment, variety of opportunities available and the warmth with which I have been welcomed have made my first year here a very happy one.

Tony Wang

A Level subjects: Maths, Further Maths, Physics, 

Economics Pre-U

University and degree choices: PPE at Oxford, 

UCL, LSE, Warwick or York.

Why did you choose KGS?

I visited KGS on an open day and I was 

immediately drawn to the academic yet friendly atmosphere of the 

school. This belief was strengthened when I had the opportunity 

to chat with the subject teachers; they are passionate and 

encouraging. And to top it all off, I was particularly impressed with 

the facilities for the Sixth Form, such as Hawkes Café.

How has your first year been?

My first year at KGS had been busy but rewarding. KGS offers a 

variety of extra-curricular activities and I’ve filled all my lunchtimes 

with clubs and societies! Studying for A Levels is a lot more work 

than GCSEs, but I was over the moon when I got my module marks 

this summer.

Joe Thomas

A Level subjects: Maths, Further Maths, 

Physics, Economics Pre-U

University and degree choices: Oxford or 

Birmingham to study Physics.

Why did you choose KGS?

I chose to come to KGS because it was well 

respected and more established for A Levels than my previous 

school. I also knew a few people who were already here and 

they recommended it.

How has your first year been?

My first year at KGS has been very enjoyable. Everyone is very 

friendly and I settled in quickly. The teaching staff are excellent 

and supportive both in and out of the classroom. The series 

of Sixth Form lectures to complement our PSHE lessons have 

covered topics ranging from managing mental health to 

restorative justice. They have inspired many a heated discussion! 

I am delighted I made the decision to come to KGS.

WHY WE CHOSE KGS 
FOR SIXTH FORM...

Caitlin Arnold

A Level subjects: Economics Pre-U, Geography, Maths
University and degree choices: I am hoping to read Geography at Cambridge, Durham or Exeter.

Why did you choose to come to KGS?I wanted to leave my old school since I felt I had exhausted all the opportunities available to me. Besides looking for a school that has a stellar academic reputation at A Level, I was also looking for somewhere that offered something extra. 
From DoE Gold Award to becoming a member of the Debating Society, sport and most recently 
my appointment as Senior Prefect, KGS provides more than just an academic education; the 
unique opportunities go above and beyond the subjects you study at A Level and help you grow as 
a person. 

How your first year has been?
From the very first day when I was welcomed into the KGS community, the friendliness and 
kindness of people have exceeded my expectations. One of the areas I have particularly enjoyed 
has been the Gibbon Society, the School’s debating group, which I have represented at local 
workshops and competitions. I have also got involved in the Senior Play, House Events and the 
School’s 2017 Mock Election. I have thoroughly enjoyed my A Level subjects and the teachers are 
evidently genuinely passionate about their subjects. By the end of the first term I felt completely 
accepted and by the end of the year, and as a newly appointed Prefect, I felt like I had been here 
as long as anyone else. Despite the hard work, I would do it all again!

Oni Fernando

A Level subjects: Biology, Chemistry, Spanish

University and degree choices: Bristol, 

Edinburgh, Manchester or Southampton to 

read Medicine.

Why did you choose to come to KGS?

I chose to come here not only because of the 

School’s aim to encourage high aspirations and a high standard 

of teaching, but also because of the wide variety of co-curricular 

activities and its strong sense of community.

How has your first year been?

I settled in immediately. Both the students and the teachers have 

been very welcoming and I am extremely happy to have moved 

here.  Although I only joined last year, I feel like I have always 

been at KGS.

“Besides looking for a school that has a stellar academic reputation at A Level, 
I was also looking for somewhere that offered something extra...”

Changing school for 
Sixth Form can be a 
difficult choice; read 
what students who 
made the move last 
year have to say on 

why they chose KGS


