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Prospectus

The high levels of achievement
derive significantly from the
impact of a culture of all-round
accomplishment for all pupils
that is so effectively promoted
by senior leadership and
governors. Students are
determined to live up to the
school motto ‘Work well and
be happy’ and in this they are
conspicuously successful.
Independent Schools Inspectorate Report 2017
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WELCOME
Life in the Sixth Form can be exhilarating,
challenging, rewarding and, let’s be
honest, slightly scary. But above all, these
two important years will be a big change
for you – and a chance to not only ace
your exams*, but also develop and grow
as a person. KGS can help you seize that
opportunity by teaching a broad range of
both academic subjects and life skills. With
plenty of sporting and other co-curricular
activities also on offer, think of us as a
truly positive place to (cue school motto)
“work well and be happy”.

* We were ranked 37th in the country in the
Daily Telegraph’s 2018 Independent Schools
A Level league table with 66.3% of grades
at A* or A.
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Stephen Lehec
Head Master
Kingston Grammar School
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WORK WELL
Sixth Form at KGS gives you freedom – not
just to wear a more relaxed uniform or head
into town at lunchtime, but to study only
what you really want to, in more depth
than ever before. You’ll have two years
before sitting public examinations in your
chosen subjects and, over that time, we’ll
encourage you to indulge your curiosity,
think independently and explore beyond
the curriculum. And the greatest academic
freedom of all? With the opportunity to study
for an extended project qualification (EPQ),
you could start university as an expert in your
very own field.

KEEP
GETTING
SMARTER
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BE HAPPY
At the cheerier end of our motto, we
want everyone at KGS to “be happy” and
thrive as part of a tolerant, inclusive and
contented community of confident young
adults. So, we make pastoral care a priority
for our Sixth Form and are committed
to supporting your academic, social and
emotional development at every turn.

KINDNESS
GENERATES
SMILES
Sarah Humphrey
Deputy Head Pastoral
Kingston Grammar School

Without exception, those
spoken to feel that this is a kind
school where unkindness is
never acceptable.
Independent Schools Inspectorate Report 2017
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INTERCONNECTIVITY
In the big wide world, it’s not just what
you know but who you know that counts.
Support from parents, former students and
careers or education experts can give you
a competitive edge – and at KGS, we’ll make
sure you connect with the right people.
Plus, with alumni including Olympic rower
James Cracknell, notonthehighstreet.com
co-founder Sophie Cornish and music
mogul Richard Dawes, we’ve got a great
track record as a springboard for success.

KINDRED
GENERATIONS
SUPPORT
Sophie Cornish MBE
Co-Founder
Notonthehighstreet
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WORK FOR TOMORROW
If the idea of higher education or work
seems daunting, our dedicated Director
and Deputy Director of Careers and
Universities are here to help you find your
way. As well as an annual careers evening,
we host networking events, seminars and
workshops about potential professions
such as medicine, media, law and finance.
Whatever path you’re considering, we want
to give you the best chance of achieving
your ambitions. Who said dreams don’t
come true? (Not KGS.)
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LEARNING WITHOUT LABELS
Our teachers don’t subscribe to any
one style of learning, but they all have
a talent for working in close partnership
with students, encouraging leadership
and bringing the curriculum to life in
innovative and creative ways. Expect
academic rigour, for sure, but also engaging,
responsible educators who inspire,
challenge and help you develop personally
as well as gain good grades. The more
curious, resilient and resourceful you learn
to become, the better prepared you’ll be for
undergraduate study and beyond.

KEEN
GIFTED
STAFF

Will Cooper
Deputy Head Academic
Kingston Grammar School

Students exhibit very strong
study skills and are able to
think for themselves and work
independently, due in large
part to carefully planned and
well-structured lessons and
a curriculum that challenges
and captivates students.
Independent Schools Inspectorate Report 2017
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A BALANCED EDUCATION
While we’re proud of our reputation
for sporting prowess, especially in
hockey and rowing, our co-curricular
activities cater for more than just
elite athletes. From music, drama and
community service to schemes like Young
Enterprise, World Challenge and the Duke
of Edinburgh Award, KGS gives you
many opportunities to balance academic
achievement with personal growth –
no matter what your interests are.

KNOW
GENUINE
SYMMETRY
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GET IN!
While most of our Fifth Year join our Sixth
Form, we recruit up to 50 students each
year from other schools. We want you to
thrive at KGS, so we’ll take a little time to
ensure it’s the right environment for you,
through assessments and an interview.
All prospective students must achieve at
least grade 7 (equivalent to an A grade) in
four subjects and a minimum grade 6
(the top half of a B grade) in Mathematics
and English GCSE or IGCSE. You’ll also need
a grade 7 (A grade) or above in the subjects,
or closely related subjects, that you want to
study for A Level or Pre-U – apart from
Mathematics where we ask for grade 8.

KNOCKOUT
GRADES
SOUGHT

Brenda McDonald
Director of Sixth Form
Kingston Grammar School
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READY FOR THE FUTURE
To smash the 21st-century job market
you must be emotionally intelligent,
adaptable and resilient, as well as able to
handle tricky interviews and assessment
centres. We want to give you the skills and
flexibility you need to stand out from the
crowd for employers and recruiters. That’s
why we make the development of empathy,
critical thinking, problem solving,
negotiation skills and teamwork an
important part of both our subject
teaching and co-curricular activities.

KNOWLEDGE
GUARANTEES
SUCCESS

Tough and challenging in
many ways, but at the same
time the best two years of
my life so far. Two years that
really deepened my desire for
knowledge, and the start of
a more independent, adult
experience of the world.
Charlie, KGS Sixth Form student
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CELEBRATE AND KEEP
IN TOUCH
You’ve not even started yet, but think
for a moment about the end of your time
in the Sixth Form. It could be emotional,
so we make sure you celebrate in style.
Just before the final exams we hold
a nostalgia-packed, festivity-filled Leavers’
Day, and once the hard work’s over, you’ll
be invited to a formal graduation ceremony
followed by a ball. Then, in the December
after you’ve left for good, you’ll get a chance
to catch up with other Old Kingstonians
(the OKs for short) at the popular One Term
On reunion.

KICK-START
GREAT
SOCIALISING
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LEARN TO LEARN
Everyone in KGS’s Sixth Form, regardless
of their academic abilities, gets the
right assistance to learn effectively.
Our dedicated learning support department
and Sixth Form tutors will run sessions on
topics like time management, note making,
reading and exam techniques, essay writing
and revision strategies. All our teachers
are also committed to meeting the needs
of students with a diagnosed special
educational need or disability, and use
a range of strategies to help them learn.
The main thing is to make you as
confident as possible in your academic
skills and stand you in good stead for
undergraduate study.

KINGSTONIANS
GIVEN
SKILLS
Nick Forsyth
Head of Wellbeing
Kingston Grammar School

12
RELAX AND REFRESH
We all need our own space, right? And
as part of a bigger school, Sixth Form
students especially can benefit from their
own facilities for quiet study, relaxation,
refreshment and socialising. Hawkes, our
recently refurbished common room and
café, and dedicated study and library areas,
give you just that. You’re also free to leave
the school at certain times of day, choose
when and where you study – and wear
a smart but more relaxed uniform. Sounds
good? Welcome to a smooth transition into
the adult world, KGS style.

KEYS
GUARANTEE
SANCTUARY

Contributory factors to students’
personal growth are the strong
ethos and commitment to
pupils’ well-being and the
clear sense of purpose promoted
by school leaders and governors,
the coherent and well-planned
pastoral care, and the supportive
community which values
equally academic success
and personal growth.
Independent Schools Inspectorate Report 2017
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