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This booklet is designed to give you a flavour of the many exciting opportunities 
in which students can participate alongside and in addition to their academic 
studies whilst at KGS. New clubs, societies and activities are added dependent 
upon student demand, so this booklet is not an exhaustive list. 

The School provides a comprehensive co-curricular programme, which involves 
students in a variety of stimulating physical, artistic, cultural and recreational  
pursuits. All students are expected to participate and balance is carefully monitored 
through the tutorial system, and recorded on the student’s report twice a year.

Involvement is considered beneficial to each individual’s personal development. 
The co-curricular programme provides opportunities for students of all ages to 
take responsibility, work as part of a team, face new challenges and acquire new 
skills. The varied programme is designed to add breadth and depth to the student’s 
own interests and experiences.

KGS has a local and national reputation of excellence in hockey and rowing, 
and nurtures the performance athlete whilst equally catering for the enthusiastic 
participant. A specialist team of PE teachers, Games staff and professional coaches 
ensures maximum participation and opportunity at all age groups, and for both 
boys and girls. A wide variety of sports is offered including hockey, rowing, cricket, 
tennis, football, netball, basketball, squash, badminton, golf and table tennis.

A wide variety of non-sporting clubs and societies offer a range of activities and 
experiences and allow plenty of scope for further student development, leadership 
and team building. These include: Music, Drama,CCF, Duke of Edinburgh, Young 
Enterprise, Technology Challenge and Chess. Many subject-based societies offer 
valuable learning experiences outside the classroom. 

The house system sits at the heart of the co-curricular programme and a full schedule 
of house competitions designed to encourage participation at all levels of age and 
experience takes place throughout the year. 
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This booklet is organised under seven themes: 

challenge

compete

create

discuss

give 

learn 

perform
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Consisting of an Army and RAF section  
involving students from Third Year all the 
way up to Upper Sixth, CCF training is  
held all year round. In addition to the weekly 
parade nights the CCF also involves camps, 
exercises, ceremonial parades, leadership 
development courses and various  
adventure training activities, often during 
weekends and school holidays.

Benefits to students: Teaches students  
discipline, team work, communication  
skills and leadership. It also encourages 
students to challenge themselves and  
overcome their perceived ‘ability limits’. 

 

 Third Years upwards

Combined Cadet Force
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This involves four sections: Physical  
Recreation, Skill, Service to the Community 
and an Expedition. Each individual section 
involves participants in a wide range of 
activities. The Physical Recreation is sport 
based (individual or team). In Service to the 
Community, students are encouraged to 
get involved in worthwhile projects outside 
school e.g. serving in a charity shop or  
helping the elderly. The Skill section is  
about pursuing a new non-physical hobby 
or skill, or developing an old one e.g. playing 
a musical instrument. Gold Candidates 
(Sixth Form) have to complete their  
expeditions in wild country, and Bronze 
candidates (Fourth Year students) venture  
to SW Surrey for their expedition element. 

Benefits to students: Encourages  
students to become more independent  
and self-reliant and to meet challenges 
head on. It builds confidence and  
resilience. 

 

 Fourth Year (Bronze);  
  Lower and Upper Sixth (Gold) 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Scheme at Bronze and Gold Level
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This is a biennial leadership and adventure 
trip that targets senior students. Previous 
expeditions include Ecuador in 2005, Peru 
in 2007 & 2013, India in 2009 and 2018, 
Tanzania in 2011 and Borneo in 2012. 

In Summer 2014, as part of our on-going 
links with Sacred Heart school in Ghana,  
the students spent a fantastic three weeks 
visiting the best of Ghana’s jungles,  
mountains and beaches as well as spending 
a week in school painting a toilet block  
they had funded, and decorating a library. 

In July 2016, two teams visited Vietnam  
and helped to construct a path which would 
enable workers to travel more easily during 
the monsoon season. Students also  
undertook trekking in the Central Highlands 
and visited Hue, Hanoi and Halong Bay. 

In summer of 2018, students visited Ladakh 
in India working with the snow leopard 
conservation project, trekking and visiting 
sites including Agra’s Taj Mahal. 

The Overseas Expedition is a life-changing 
experience which opens our students’ eyes 
to different cultures and challenges around 
the globe. It benefits students by taking 
them out of their comfort zones and building 
their confidence. 

 

 Fourth and Fifth Years; Sixth Form

Overseas Leadership  
Expedition
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The Young Enterprise Company Programme 
offers Lower Sixth Form students the 
incredible opportunity to start their own 
company from scratch. Teams from 
schools around the country compete to 
create the most innovative and profitable 
start-up. Each team must raise capital, elect 
managers, decide on a product or service 
which they would like to market, and then 
advertise and sell their innovation to friends, 
family and members of the general public. 

In addition to incorporating feedback from 
external business advisers, teams will pitch 
their product to local judges at a number  
of dedicated markets in Richmond and 
Kingston Boroughs, before presenting  
their final results and plans for a sustainable 
and profit-making future to an area board 
of judges. 

This demanding process will give students 
the chance to grow in a number of areas: 
confidence; business-based problem 
solving; financial management; marketing; 
logistics; organisation and presentational 
skills are all developed through real-life  
situations. Be warned though – the process 
can be time-consuming and those just 
along for a UCAS reference will not be  
accommodated! 

 

 Sixth Form

Learn how to become a language teacher. 
Plan and teach short activities and lessons, 
improve your subject knowledge, develop 
your leadership and interpersonal skills, 
boost your confidence.

 Third Years upwards 

Young  
Enterprise

Language  
Leaders
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Football continues to go from strength to 
strength at KGS with students training and 
playing regularly throughout the Autumn 
and Spring terms with competitive fixtures 
typically played against a range of other 
schools either on Saturday morning (for  
the First to Fourth Years) or on a Wednesday 
afternoon (Seniors).

We undertake regular tours and in 2017  
the footballers visited Spain where they 
trained at Valencia’s training ground, played 
a number of games against local opposition 
and had the opportunity to watch a La Liga 
game. In February 2019 our destination will 
be FC Porto.

Benefits to students: Helps to develop and 
encourage a healthy and active lifestyle, 
builds new skills and confidence, builds 
discipline and team work and teaches you 
how to manage your time effectively.

 

 All students

Football
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Hockey is a focus sport at KGS and is 
played all the way through the school from 
the First Year to Upper Sixth by both girls 
and boys. KGS teams have a proud heritage 
of success and many KGS hockey players 
have gone on to achieve success nationally 
and to attain international honours with 
recent alumni Sarah Haycroft representing 
England at the Commonwealth Games  
in Australia. 

In 2017 the Boys’ First XI team won the 
National Indoor Competition and in 2018 
they won the Independent Schools’ Cup 
U19 competition and the prestigious  
St. George’s sixes competition. 

Hockey undertakes various tours, with  
a senior tour to South Africa in 2018 and  
a junior tour to Holland. 

2018 also saw the relaying of the Finlay 
Pitch which means that KGS is now one 
of the few schools which can boast two 
playing surfaces which are less than five 
years old. 

Benefits to students: Helps to develop and 
encourage a healthy and active lifestyle, 
builds new skills and confidence, builds 
discipline and team work and teaches you 
how to manage your time effectively.

   

 All students

Netball is open to all girls from the First  
Year through to the Upper Sixth. For ease, 
training sessions generally occur on the 
main site in ‘the Cage’ but there are also 
excellent facilities at Ditton Field (six courts) 
and home matches are played both in  
Kingston and Thames Ditton. 

In 2017 and 2018, the Senior Girls’ 1st VII 
were Borough Champions. 

Benefits to students: Helps to develop and 
encourage a healthy and active lifestyle, 
builds new skills and confidence, builds 
discipline and team work and teaches you 
how to manage your time effectively.

 All students

Hockey Netball
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Golf coaching takes place at Moore Place 
(during Spring/ Summer/Autumn months) 
and World of Golf New Malden Driving 
Range (during Winter months). There are 
opportunities to play in competitive fixtures 
throughout the season.

In 2018 the School team enjoyed  
unprecedented success by qualifying  
for the ISGA National Finals.

Benefits to students: Helps to develop and 
encourage a healthy and active lifestyle, 
builds new skills and confidence, helps you 
to meet new people and make new friends. 

 Anyone interested in learning how  
  to play golf (must start with driving  
  range sessions) or improving  
  their golf

Golf
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All events are covered by the Athletics  
Club which is open to all students  
regardless of age or gender. We transport 
students to and from Kingsmeadow  
Athletics Club. In order to be considered  
for the Borough Athletics Competition,  
it is recommended that you attend  
Athletics Club. 

Benefits to students: Helps to develop  
and encourage a healthy and active  
lifestyle, builds new skills and confidence. 

 All students

Boxing fitness and technique sessions 
occur on a weekly basis all year round.  
A typical session will involve learning  
and practising movement, defence and 
counter-punching. You will then apply all 
the skills you’ve learned through shadow 
boxing and pad work. Circuit training is 
used to improve fitness and strength. 

Benefits to students: Helps to develop  
and encourage a healthy and active  
lifestyle, builds new skills and confidence, 
builds discipline. 

 All students

Athletics Boxercise
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Chess tutoring is available to students  
of all ages. As well as regular matches  
(The Briant-Poulter Surrey League),  
KGS chess players also participate in  
the Inter-Schools’ UK Chess Challenge.  
Chess tutoring is run by Chris Briscoe.

   

 All students

Table Tennis Club is an opportunity  
to develop your skills within a fun and  
relaxed environment. Table tennis is  
directed towards the participation end  
of the performance pyramid and is open  
to all players of any age and skill level. 
There are no formal competitions against 
other schools, but the Club does provide  
an opportunity to hone your skills ahead  
of the annual House Table Tennis  
competition. Bats and balls are provided. 

Benefits to students: Helps to develop  
and encourage a healthy and active  
lifestyle within a fun environment, builds 
new skills and confidence, helps you  
meet new people and make new friends.

  

 First to Third Years

Chess Table Tennis



Cricket is a main sport for boys and girls 
during the Summer term, and it is played 
by all year groups. Nine teams from U12A 
and B up to the 1st XI compete in fixtures 
against some of the best schools in Surrey 
and the South East, as well as the MCC. 

All cricketers are offered a winter  
programme, an after-school training 
session and a weekly Games session to 
prepare for their matches, most of which 
take place on Saturdays, though we do 
have some mid-week fixtures.

2015 was a ground-breaking year for  
girls’ cricket at KGS, as for the first time 
we had a girl playing for the School 1st XI. 
Eva Gray was our 1st XI captain last season 
and is playing for Surrey Stars ladies’ team. 
Women’s cricket is fast developing in the 
UK and KGS is determined to give our girls 
the opportunity to play the game. 

Our cricket programme enables girls to get 
involved and develop their batting, bowling 
and fielding. We play competitive fixtures 
against other schools and clubs both  
indoors and out. 

Cricket at KGS benefits from recently 
refurbished net facilities both on the main 
school site and at Ditton Field.

Benefits to students: Helps to develop and 
encourage a healthy and active lifestyle, 
builds new skills and confidence, builds 
discipline and team work and teaches you 
how to manage your time effectively.

 First to Fourth Years

Cricket: 
Junior Boys & Girls
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KGS 1st XI cricket players are leading 
the charge and driving the resurgence 
of cricket within the School. There is an 
indoor winter nets programme and the 
1st XI squad benefit from a pre-season 
tour, which in 2018 took advantage of 
the facilities at Loughborough University. 
There is a regular fixture programme with 
20-over matches played on some Fridays 
and 50-over games played most Saturdays. 
Highlights of the season include the  
annual match against the MCC, the  
Sturgeon Cricket matches vs the KGS 
Alumni teams and the Cricket Festival  
in late June. Recent investment in cricket 
has seen the purchase of new covers and 
sight screens, together with a large  
electronic scoreboard (courtesy of  
the PSA). 

Cricket at KGS benefits from recently 
refurbished net facilities both on the  
main school site and at Ditton Field and 
a recently signed partnership with Surrey 
which should provide even more top  
level coaching.

Benefits to students: Helps to develop and 
encourage a healthy and active lifestyle, 
builds new skills and confidence, builds 
discipline and team work and teaches you 
how to manage your time effectively.

 Fifth Years upwards

Cricket:  
Senior Boys & Girls
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Students begin their rowing by learning 
how to scull (using two oars each). The first 
year is about developing technique and 
confidence on the water and the onus is 
upon having fun whilst learning new skills. 
Rowing is undertaken by all Third Years as 
a half termly block and then as a full Games 
option from the Summer term. In the gym, 
students will be encouraged to develop 
their strength and fitness and be taught 
how to warm up and stretch properly. 

As the Summer term progresses there are 
increasing opportunities to race against 
other schools and clubs both locally and 
throughout the UK. Races are generally  
at weekends and parents are strongly  
encouraged to come and support. 

Benefits to students: Helps to develop and 
encourage a healthy and active lifestyle, 
builds new skills and confidence, builds  
discipline and team work and teaches you 
how to manage your time effectively.

 Third Years

Having got a Summer term of sculling 
under their belts and learnt the basics of 
the sport, in the Fourth Year there is an 
increased onus on moving boats quickly. 
In the gym and on the indoor rower (ergo) 
and on the river, students are encouraged 
to further develop their technique, strength 
and fitness and opportunities to race occur 
throughout the year. The J15 year also  
sees the introduction of weight training, 
with an emphasis on developing good 
technique and avoiding injury. 

Benefits to students: Helps to develop and 
encourage a healthy and active lifestyle, 
builds new skills and confidence, builds  
discipline and team work and teaches you 
how to manage your time effectively.

 

 Fourth Years 

Rowing:  
J14 Boys & Girls

   
J15 Boys & Girls 
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Rowing is a major sport at KGS. In the  
Senior Boys’ Squad, the focus is on  
developing strength, fitness and technique 
with a view to maximising boat speed 
in the summer regatta season. Training 
comprises water- and land-based sessions, 
with the latter including a mix of ergos, 
weights and circuits. 

In recent years, students have gone  
on to be selected for the Great Britain 
Junior Rowing Team and for prestigious 
university rowing teams (e.g. Oxford,  
Durham, Newcastle, Oxford Brookes)  
as well as racing in the Boat Race.

Senior rowing camps generally occur at 
Easter and in the recent past have visited 
Temple-Sur-Lot and Soustons (France), 
Hazewinkel (Belgium) and Sarnen  
(Switzerland).

The aim is to race crews at local and  
national regattas and head races  
throughout the country including:  
The Schools’ Head, The National Junior 
Sculling Head, The National Schools’  
Regatta, Henley Women’s Regatta and 
Henley Royal Regatta. 

Benefits to students: Helps to develop and 
encourage a healthy and active lifestyle, 
builds new skills and confidence, builds 
discipline and team work and teaches you 
how to manage your time effectively.

  

 Fifth Years upwards

Rowing:  
Senior Boys & Girls
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An opportunity to play and improve one’s 
skills in tennis. 

Two blocks of four Saturdays  
(one block each half-term): 

• Beginners (9–10am)  
• Beginner/Improver (10–11am)  
• Improver/Advanced (11am–12pm)  
• Advanced (12–1pm)

Tennis benefits from the six recently built 
hard tennis courts at Ditton Field, as well  
as professional coaching.

Benefits to students: Helps to develop and 
encourage a healthy and active lifestyle, 
builds new skills and confidence, builds 
discipline and team work and teaches you 
how to manage your time effectively.

 All students 

Trials are held at the start of each academic 
year and eight boys and eight girls are  
selected to play and train all year. Our  
Winter programme is based at Ditton Field. 
Our top squads enter individuals and teams 
into the Surrey League, Aegon Team  
Tournaments and the Aegon National 
Championships. Coaching is provided  
by KGS staff and professional coaches. 

Benefits to students: Helps to develop and 
encourage a healthy and active lifestyle, 
builds new skills and confidence, builds 
discipline and team work and teaches you 
how to manage your time effectively.

 Invited players

Saturday Tennis Top Squad  
Tennis  
(by invitation only)
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Futsal is an exciting, fast-paced football 
game that is widely played across the world 
and is officially recognised by both UEFA 
and FIFA. KGS is at the forefront of school 
Futsal. We currently run the National Futsal 
Championships on behalf of ISFA. The U13 
and U14s made the top eight schools and 
the U15s reached the National Semi Finals.

The nature of the game places a large  
emphasis on technical skill and ability  
in situations of high pressure, and is  
subsequently an excellent breeding  
ground for football competencies that  
can be translated into the 11-a-side format 
of the game. 

Many of the top world-class footballers 
played Futsal in their youth and credit  
it with supporting their footballing 
development; players of the calibre of 
Lionel Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo and Xavi, 
amongst many others, have played  
Futsal to develop their skills.

Benefits to students: Helps to develop and 
encourage a healthy and active lifestyle, 
builds new skills and confidence, builds  
discipline and team work and teaches you 
how to manage your time effectively. 

 

 Various year groups

Futsal
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The Inklings is a creative writing group  
for students who are interested in writing 
their own material, be it short stories,  
poems or novels! Members of the Inklings 
are encouraged to enter into creative  
writing competitions like the BBC Radio 2’s 
500 Words competition. 

Benefit to students: Creative writing  
encourages students to exercise their 
creative minds and practice using their 
imaginations. It improves their ability to 
come up with alternatives. This broadens 
their thought processes, which can  
lead to success in many areas, including  
problem solving and analysis. It also  
encourages students to exercise  
self-expression. Students sometimes have 
difficulty understanding and expressing 
how they feel. Through writing, children 
have a safe place to explore, and this can 
be a highly beneficial tool for expressing 
their feelings. Writing gives children more 
opportunity to assert themselves and  
their opinions and develop their ‘voice’. 
These developments can really strengthen 
their self-confidence. Finally, a well-written 
piece involves a lot of thought, planning, 
organisation and use of language to  
get a point across. 

 All students

The Inklings create

#workwellandbehappy
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This is an opportunity for all junior artists 
to get involved in a variety of exciting  
Art and Craft projects. They can also  
practise their drawing, painting, printmaking 
and 3-D skills. Projects are wide-ranging 
and both group and individual pieces are 
created. 

Benefits to students: Junior Art Club is a 
great way to expand your artistic knowledge 
and skills and have fun creating!

 First to Third Years

A must for students interested in design 
and technology! An opportunity to get 
involved with a variety of projects and 
competitions including the Green Power 
Electric Car Race and Robotics Challenges 
(students have appeared on the BBC’s  
Robot Wars TV show with their own  
robot, Frostbite). 

Benefits to students: Helps to develop  
new skills, encourages team work, problem 
solving, design and creativity. Great for 
making new friends. 

  

 All students 

Junior  
Art Club

Technology 
Challenge 
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For those who are interested in learning 
how to use a digital camera, what functions 
their camera has, take fantastic photos  
and maybe use them for seasonal cards. 
Students are encouraged to bring their own 
cameras and to be responsible for them  
but we do have lots of cameras for them  
to borrow if they do not have their own.

Benefits to students: Teaches new skills 
within a fun environment where you can 
meet new people and make new friends. 
Encourages creativity. 

  

 First and Second Years

Open to GCSE and A Level Art students 
with an interest in black and white  
photography. Participants are taught how 
to process and print film in the School’s 
darkroom and the results will support  
their coursework projects. 

Benefits to students: Encourages students 
to work creatively and to develop new skills. 

  

 GCSE and A Level Art students

Digital  
Photography 
Club

Photography 
Club

www.kgs.org.uk/school-life/co-curricular
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Make literature-inspired crafts from  
bookmarks to decorative poetry stones  
to take away. Themed to tie in with key 
events from Christmas to Vote 100.  
No previous experience or equipment 
required.

 All students 

Craft Club
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‘Have I got Ethical News for You!’ is a 
junior discussion group that takes a key 
issue from the week’s news and discusses 
the ethical issues surrounding the story. 
Whether it be Freedom of Speech, Medical 
Ethics, or Save the Hedgehog, students 
discuss and debate the current affairs that 
concern our world. 

Benefits to students: Encourages students 
to debate ideas which in turn helps  
students to build the confidence to speak in 
public, and make sense; the construction 
of a logical argument; the ability to read  
an audience’s reactions; and, perhaps most 
importantly, the willingness to hear others’ 
arguments, and to respond to them.

    

 First to Fourth Years

The Equalities Society meets to discuss 
issues relating to equal rights (for example, 
on the basis of race, religion, disability, 
gender and sexual orientation) within an 
informal and supportive environment.

Subjects that have been discussed have 
included the gender pay gap, as well as  
the #metoo campaign and the impact  
of gender discrimination with schools, 
education and the media. 

Benefits to students: Builds confidence 
and debating and listening skills,  
encourages openness and tolerance. 

 Fourth Years upwards

“Have I Got  
Ethical News  
For You!”

Equalities  
Society
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A discussion of the best writing for  
teenagers – new and old favourites – 
focusing primarily on the Trinity Schools 
Book Award shortlist in the Autumn  
and Spring terms and the Carnegie  
shortlist in the Summer term. Meets  
fornightly.

 

 First to Third Years 

Breakfast Book 
Club

www.kgs.org.uk/school-life/co-curricular
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GibSoc meets every week and holds  
exciting and thought-provoking debates 
on topics ranging from celebrity scandals 
to political matters. Some meetings are 
dedicated ‘technical’ sessions, designed  
to enhance debating skills and prepare 
pupils for upcoming competitions.

There are separate GibSoc groups for  
junior and senior students. The Junior 
GibSoc meetings tend to consist of playing 
debating games, such as ‘Just A Minute’ 
and ‘Articulate’ to help pupils develop 
their public speaking skills. We also hold 
prepared and unprepared debates on topics 
that pupils want to get their teeth into.  
The Senior GibSoc sessions are more  
focused on debates and technical sessions.

Benefits to students: Debating helps  
students to build the confidence to  
speak in public, and make sense;  
the construction of a logical argument;  
the ability to read an audience’s reactions; 
and, perhaps most importantly, the  
willingness to hear others’ arguments,  
and to respond to them.

 All students (separate session  
  groups exist for juniors and seniors)

The KGS Christian Union is an amazing 
opportunity to hang out, make friends and 
learn about Jesus: it is open to everyone, 
whether you would call yourself a  
Christian or not. Each week, as well as  
fun and games, we spend time looking at 
the Bible and finding out how it is relevant 
to our everyday lives. During the Easter 
break the JCU goes away for a four-day 
holiday, which anyone is welcome to 
attend. In addition, the CU Summer Camp 
(for all ages) – a week away in August,  
full of games, trips out and time spent 
looking deeper at the claims of Jesus –  
is the highlight of the year for many people! 

Benefits to students: CU provides the  
opportunity to explore and grow faith  
and to study a number of philosophical 
and theological issues raised in the  
Bible and to relate these to modern life.

   

 First to Third Years

Gibbon Society  
(Debating)

Junior Christian 
Union (JCU)
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The KGS Christian Union is an amazing 
opportunity to hang out, make friends  
and learn about Jesus: it is open to  
everyone, whether you would call yourself 
a Christian or not. Each week, as well as 
fun and games, we spend time looking at 
the Bible and finding out how it is relevant 
to our everyday lives. During the Christmas 
break the SCU goes away for a three-day 
holiday, which anyone is welcome to  
attend. In addition, the CU Summer  
Camp (for all ages) – a week away in  
August, full of games, trips out and time 
spent looking deeper at the claims of  
Jesus – is the highlight of the year for 
many people! 

Benefits to students: CU provides the 
opportunity to explore and grow faith and 
to study a number of philosophical and 
theological issues raised in the Bible and  
to relate these to modern life.

 

 Fourth Years upwards

Senior Christian 
Union (SCU)
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Literary Quiz Club helps students prepare 
for the various external quizzes we enter 
over the year – the first being at the end  
of November. 

In 2017, the KGS Kids’ Literary Quiz Team 
were crowned UK Champions and went  
off to Canada to compete in the World 
Championship, where they finished an 
impressive third overall!

Benefits to students: Literary Quiz Club  
encourages students to read widely,  
exposing students to different styles of 
writing, use of language and character  
development. It also helps develop  
memory skills and provides a competitive 
yet fun environment within which to  
test one’s knowledge. 

 First to Fourth Years

This group invites a number of well-known 
and high-profile speakers from a broad 
range of different political beliefs and  
occupations come and talk to students. 
They organise mock elections (May 2015) 
and in June 2016 held a School EU  
referendum. We organise trips to the  
House of Commons, the British Library 
and the Jonathan Dimbleby Programme 
on a regular basis. All Politics students 
are required to attend lectures by visiting 
speakers, but other students are welcome 
to attend and broaden their horizons. 
Speakers are invited on an ad hoc basis  
and have included former Cabinet  
Ministers such as Ed Davey and Estelle 
Morris. Coming up in 2018 we have visits 
and talks scheduled from Zac Goldsmith 
and Ed Vaizey. 

Benefit to students: Politics Society helps 
students to broaden their knowledge and 
understanding of the society we live in  
and how we are governed within a  
modern democracy. It also provides the 
opportunity for discussion and debate  
and the chance to put forward ideas,  
to hear those of others and, at times,  
to challenge them.

  

 Sixth Form

Literary Quiz 
Club

Politics  
Society
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At Touchstone, we embark upon a quest  
to address the ultimate questions about life, 
the universe and everything. Whether or 
not we arrive at a final answer is not vital, 
it is the process of enquiry in which we 
are interested. If philosophy is exercise for 
the enquiring mind, then Touchstone will 
provide you with an intense and enjoyable 
workout. Everyone has the opportunity  
to present ideas, debate concepts and  
have their views challenged. There will 
always be a member of the Religion  
and Philosophy Department present for 
support but, at Touchstone, students are  
in the driving seat. 

Benefit to students: Touchstone 
encourages philosophical thought and 
debate helping students to build the  
confidence to speak in public, and make 
sense; the construction of a logical  
argument; the ability to read an audience’s 
reactions; and, perhaps most importantly, 
the willingness to hear others’ arguments, 
and to respond to them.

  

 Sixth Form

Touchstone
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Charity is an important part of KGS.  
We like to encourage all students to get 
involved in activities which will help us 
raise resources or money for people less 
fortunate than ourselves. 

Each house is encouraged every year to 
nominate a charity (or charities) to support 
and to undertake fundraising activities  
to facilitate this. 

All year groups have Charity Representatives 
and it is through them that you will learn 
about charity events that are taking place. 
That is not to say that you cannot get  
involved yourself. We are always looking 
for willing participants, and it may be 
that there is a charity that has personal 
significance to you for which you would 
therefore like to raise money. We are very 
happy to help you do so! 

Benefits to students: Raising money for 
charity is a great way for students to give 
something back to a cause which is  
important to them. It also encourages  
creativity of thought, in terms of coming 
up with ideas of how to fundraise and 
often involves team work.

 

 All students

Charities



Students are involved in a wide variety of 
community service activities during school 
time, at weekends and during holidays. 

These include hosting tea parties for  
residents of local care homes, undertaking 
reading with local primary schools and 
working with projects supporting the 
homeless. 

Benefits to students: Develops an increased 
sense of social responsibility, a global view 
of society and a heart for ‘giving back’  
and helping others; exposes teens to  
diversity and multiculturalism; provides  
an opportunity to apply academic learning 
to real human needs; builds relationships 
and ‘social connectedness’ with peers, 
adults and activists sharing a cause and 
improves communication and critical 
thinking skills.

  

 Second and Third Years; Sixth Form

Community 
Service
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Junior Science Club explores the theory 
and practice of science within a fun  
and relaxed environment. In 2018, for  
instance, students looked at the chemistry 
of chocolate, made slime and looked at 
‘mini explosions’ utilising methane  
bubbles. If you are a budding Newton,  
Darwin or Einstein then this is the club  
for you!

Benefits to students: Junior Science Club 
encourages students interested in Science 
to take their interest to the next level by 
exploring areas beyond the curriculum.

  

 First and Second Years

The Junior Geography Club is for any  
First or Second Year student who is  
interested in all things geographical.  
The club will be using a hands-on  
approach to learn more about geography. 
Last year we made weather instruments, 
erupting volcanoes, tornadoes, snow, 
clouds and weather cookies. This term  
will focus on geography in the news and 
we will be finding, reporting and filming 
our own geography news bulletins.

Benefits for students: The Junior Geography 
Club gives students the chance to learn more 
about the world we live in. It covers aspects 
of both physical and human geography 
and supports the learning covered in lessons 
and seeks to go beyond the limits of the 
curriculum into new areas too. 

   

 First and Second Years

Junior Science 
Club

Junior  
Geography Club
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The History Society meets periodically to 
listen to speakers on a range of historical 
topics. Previous speakers have included 
TV historian Dan Snow, Rifles author Mark 
Urban, constitutional and Whitehall expert 
Lord Peter Hennessey, and former Labour 
MP and now Director of the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, Tristam Hunt. The History 
Society holds regular meetings where  
students have the opportunity to address 
an audience on historical topics which 
have taken their interest. 

The History Society also undertakes an 
annual trip to the Chalke Valley History 
Festival.  

Benefits to students: The History Society 
encourages students to think about the 
range of different academic opinion on 
various events and characters from History 
by exploring the perspectives of eminent 
historians and authors.  

 Sixth Form

History Society
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The Faraday Society gives Sixth Form  
students the opportunity to explore  
topics outside of the A Level Physics and 
Chemistry specifications. The meetings  
are a mixture of student-based practicals 
(e.g. the physics of soap bubbles),  
discussions of classic experiments from 
the history of science (e.g. building a  
voltaic pile) and looking at some of the 
latest research, published in journals  
such as Nature or Scientific American. 

Benefits for students: The Faraday Society 
is for those who want to go beyond the 
strict parameters of the curriculum and 
explore science more widely. It encourages 
the enquiring mind and is well suited  
to students thinking of studying Physics  
or Chemistry at university. 

  

 Sixth Form

This club is of particular interest to those  
in the Lower Sixth considering applying  
for Engineering courses. The focus will 
be on designing and building ‘challenge’ 
projects and there are only a limited  
number of places available. This year’s  
projects include building a single-seat 
racing hovercraft, powered by a 400cc 
4-stroke engine, and designing and  
building a radio-controlled aeroplane.

Benefits for students: Engineering Club  
is a must for students thinking of studying 
Engineering or associated disciplines at 
university. It encourages students to think 
through projects from inception, through 
design and finally into the build phase. 

 Sixth Form students interested  
  in following a course in Engineering  
  at university

Faraday Society Engineering 
Club
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Various activities related to the Ancient 
Mediterranean World e.g. building  
Ancient Greek temples out of spaghetti  
and marshmallows.

Benefits to students: Junior Classics  
Club encourages students to further their 
exploration of the classical world. It looks  
at the design of classical architecture,  
as well as considering ancient texts,  
culture and history. 

 First to Third Years

Junior  
Classics Club
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Computing and ICT Club explores  
programming, computer gadgets including 
the Raspberry Pi, Drones and robots.

Benefits to students: Helps them to  
understand modern technology and  
how it can be applied to support human  
endeavour. 

 All students

An extension class open to Upper Sixth 
students applying for Medicine, Veterinary 
Science or allied subjects.

Benefits to students: Explores issues of 
acute importance to those who wish to 
pursue training and careers in Medicine 
and Veterinary Science.

 

 Upper Sixth students who intend  
  to pursue a course in Medicine 

Computing  
and ICT

Chemistry  
for Medics



www.kgs.org.uk/school-life/co-curricular

perform

#workwellandbehappy



Junior Drama Club 
Junior Drama club is open to all students 
in the First and Second Year. The club is 
lively and informal and allows students  
to improve their improvisation and  
performance skills. 

 First and Second Years

Middle School  
Drama Club 
Middle School Drama club is open to  
all students in the Third and Fourth Year. 
The club is lively and informal and allows 
people to improve their improvisation  
and performance skills.  

 Third and Fourth Years
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Junior Technical 
Theatre
This is a fantastic opportunity for students 
from the First to Third Year to develop in 
all areas of Technical Theatre. Students will 
learn basic technical skills and contribute 
to large-scale productions. 

   

 First to Third Years

Senior Technical 
Theatre
The Senior Technical club is for students  
in the Fourth Year to Upper Sixth. 

Benefits for students: Students can learn 
more advanced technical skills to design/ 
operate in large-scale productions. Students 
can specialise in a chosen area of design 
or tech.

  

 Fourth Years upwards
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Junior Symphony 
Orchestra
A fantastic opportunity to gain experience 
of playing standard orchestral repertoire. 
A wide variety of different repertoire is 
rehearsed and performed throughout the 
year and this is the perfect ensemble to 
help you expand your musical horizons 
and experience.  

  

 All students of Grade 3 standard   
  and above and able to read music

 

Junior Chamber 
Choir
This choir is by invitation and is formed 
from the more advanced singers of the 
School Choir. The Choir’s repertoire covers 
a wide range of classical and popular  
music styles, with an emphasis on ‘a 
cappella’ singing. Members also have the 
opportunity to learn basic conducting  
and directing skills. 

   

 First to Third Years, by audition 

Popular 
Music Club 
The Popular Music Club rehearses and  
performs a wide range of contemporary 
rock and pop music. 

  

 All students

Flute Group
The Flute Group is open to flautists who 
wish to gain experience of playing in an 
ensemble. Aside from performing in  
school concerts there are performance 
opportunities outside of school.

 Flautists of Grade 4 standard  
  and above

Brass Ensemble 
Mr Nash, our trumpet specialist, runs  
this group for all those who play brass 
instruments, Grade 3 and above. 

  

 All brass players of Grade 3 standard  
  and above
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Junior Choir
This choir gives students the chance to  
sing together and focuses on developing 
voices and musical skills using a broad 
range of music. Junior Choir participates 
in all the major school concerts.

 

 First and Second Years –  
  no previous experience necessary

Third Year Choir
We learn and perform popular pieces of 
music and you, as choir members, will 
have a great deal of say in terms of the of 
song choices. This choir is all about having 
fun and putting on great performances.

 

 Third Years

Drum Club
A truly inclusive group for everyone  
interested in learning to use drums  
effectively to create exciting rhythmic 
patterns. 

  

 All students
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Junior Guitar  
Group
A guitar ensemble for active players. 

 First to Fourth Years

Music Technology  
Club
The Music Technology Club is a place 
where you can learn how to record and edit 
music. Whether you have a composition in 
mind or just want to learn techniques, this 
is the ideal place. You will have the freedom 
to work on a project of your choice and 
the opportunity to learn the best skills and 
methods, using state-of-the-art equipment 
and software found in many professional 
recording studios. 

 

 All students

Senior Guitar  
Group
For classical and acoustic guitarists with 
some experience of playing. Notational 
skills required with some TAB provided.

 Fourth Years upwards

Recording Club
This club sets out to give students  
a fundamental knowledge of how to  
handle and use microphones and live  
PA systems as well as giving them a  
basic understanding of the recording 
environment. 

 All students

Senior Choir
This is our flagship choir and welcomes 
students from the Fourth Year upwards  
(all voices). We perform at school concerts, 
external venues and the annual Choral  
Society Concert. The repertoire covers  
a wide range of classical and popular  
music styles. 

 Fourth Years upwards

Jazz Orchestra
For all keen jazz lovers who play wind, 
brass or percussion instruments. The club 
rehearses in school and performs a wide 
range of jazz and contemporary music.   
It also performs in the Spring Term  
Jazz Night.

 Students who play wind, brass  
  or percussion instruments of  
  about Grade 4 upwards
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Symphony  
Orchestra
The Symphony Orchestra rehearse and 
perform a wide range of music and are  
the main instrumental group for anyone 
who is at a more advanced standard  
on their instrument. The Symphony  
Orchestra participate in music tours  
and occasional concerts outside school  
as well as performing in all of the main 
school concerts.

  

 All students, must be at least  
  Grade 5 standard 

Trombone Choir
This group is open to those who wish to 
gain experience of playing in an ensemble. 
Aside from performing in school concerts 
there are performance opportunities  
outside of school. 

 All students
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